
 
 
6 April 2013 
 
 

K. Robinson Electrostatic Answers Page 1 of 1 

Electrostatic Answers 
Rochester NY 

Eliminating injury and waste
from static electricity 

AIMCAL 2013 Web Coating Conference 
October 27-30, 2013 

Charleston, South Carolina 

 
Fault Tolerant Static Control 

Kelly Robinson, PE, PhD 
Electrostatic Answers 
15 Piping Rock Run 

Rochester, NY 14450 
kelly.robinson@electrostaticanswers.com 

585-425-8158 
Abstract 

Static ignitions in solvent coating operations occur when something goes wrong. Common faults 
such as the failure of a static dissipater, a splice failure, or a solvent pump failure are reviewed to show 
how they resulted in solvent fires. Fault tolerant static control prevents incendive sparks in the event of a 
single failure. The design strategy for fault tolerant static control is presented and implementation for a 
typical 1-station gravure coater is presented. 
 


